REMARKS 

This amendment and these remarks are responsive to the final Office action dated 
September 15, 2006, and are being submitted under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114 with a request for 
continued examination. Claims 1-34 are pending in the application. Prior to entry of the 
above amendments, claims 1-34 were pending and stand rejected. By the above 
amendments, independent claims 1,18, and 29 are amended. 

In the final Office action, all of the pending claims were rejected as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 4,573,941 to Holden or as being obvious over Holden in view of one of 
the cited references to Kuchenbecker or Huntsberger. Applicant has studied the pending 
claims in view of the cited references and the reasons expressed in the Office action. 
Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Examiner's position that the subject matter of the 
claims was anticipated or rendered obvious by the cited references. Amongst other reasons, 
including reasons that apply to particular dependent claims, Applicant respectfully submits 
that Holden, and permissible combinations of Holden with other references of record, fail to 
disclose or suggest a children's ride-on vehicle, much less a children's ride-on vehicle with 
the particular linkage mechanism recited in the prior pending claims. However, Applicant 
respectfully requests reconsideration of the pending claims in view of the above clarifying 
amendments to the linkage mechanisms recited in independent claims 1,18, and 29. 

Amended independent claim 1 is reproduced below for the Examiner's convenience. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A children's ride-on vehicle, comprising: 
a body; 

a plurality of wheels mounted rotatably on the body and including at 
least one steerable wheel; and 

a steering assembly coupled to the body and configured to steer the at 
least one steerable wheel, the steering assembly comprising: 
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a steering mechanism configured to interface with a child steering the 
vehicle, 

a steering column coupled to the steering mechanism and including a 
proximal portion and a shoulder extending transversely from the proximal 
portion, and 

a linkage mechanism adapted to coupl o that couples movement of the 
steering column to a change in orientation of the steerable wheel through 
coupled motion of the steering column and the linkage mechanism, the linkage 
mechanism including a receiver structure configured to receive the steering 
column from a first direction and a retainer mechanism configured to engage 
the shoulder so that movement of the steering column in a second direction 
generally opposing the first direction is restricte d, wherein the retainer 
mechanism moves with the receiver structure and relative to the body during 
coupled motion of the steering column and the linkage mechanism . 

As expressed in the Office action, the Examiner's position is that element 18 of 
Holden forms a shoulder of steering column 15, that elements 21-23 form a linkage 
mechanism with a receiver structure 20, and that the recited retainer mechanism is provided 
by box B, which includes portions Bl and B2 that are screwed together and secured to the 
underside of the vehicle's chassis. Applicant respectfully submits that this fixed box, or 
housing, is fairly considered the retainer mechanism of claim 1. However, amended claim 1 
further recites that the retainer mechanism moves with the receiver structure and relative to 
the body during coupled motion of the steering column and the linkage mechanism. 

Applicant submits that amended claim 1 patentably distinguishes Holden and the 
other references of record. With respect to Holden, even if box B was considered to provide 
a retainer mechanism for a linkage mechanism, Applicant submits that this box clearly 
cannot move with the receiver structure relative to the vehicle's body during coupled motion 
of the vehicle's steering column and the linkage mechanism. Instead, and due to the fact that 
the box forms a portion of the housing, or body, of the ride-on, the box remains at all times in 



Page 1 0 - AMENDMENT ACCOMPANYING REQUEST FOR CONTINUED . . . ; 
Serial No. 10/684,009 



a fixed orientation relative to the chassis of the ride-on. Applicant requests reconsideration 
of claim 1 upon entry of the above clarifying amendment. 

Claims 2-17 depend from claim 1 and therefore should be allowed when amended 
claim 1 is allowed. The portions of claims 18 and 29 directed to the retainer mechanism 
have been amended similarly to claim 1, and therefore should patentably distinguish Holden 
and the other references of record for reasons analogous to those expressed above. Claims 
19-28 and 30-34 depend from claims 18 and 29 and therefore should be allowed when claims 
18 and 29 are allowed. 

Applicant believes that this application is now in condition for allowance, in view of 
the above amendments and remarks. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the 
Examiner issue a Notice of Allowability covering the pending claims. If the Examiner has 
any questions, or if a telephone interview would in any way advance prosecution of the 
application, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned attorney of record. 



Respectfully submitted, 



KOLISCH HARTWELL, P.C. 
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